


THE INTELLIGENT THIRD SPACE
FOR VIBRANT MEANS AND ENDS

LET  US  JOIN HANDS

You and I on two sides of the border……
When we share a river, we share more than a border.

We share the soil the river brings from one to the other.
When we share a river, we speak to the other across the border.

When we share a river, we share a culture.
When we share a river, we share a stream of human history.

When it is both yours and of the neighbour,
Listen to the River……

From a poem written for NADI 2016 by:
Smt. Suryakanthi Tripathi, IFS Retd, former DG, ICCR, member governing council, Asian Confluence
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT:

India’s North Eastern Region (NER) is surrounded by five countries – Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, China and Myanmar with the transboundary river basin of Ganges-Brahmaputra-
Meghna (GBM) covering around 1.7 million square kilometres, impacting over 620 million 
lives. Lying underneath the mighty Himalayas, a defining feature of the region is the many 
rivers that intersect the multiple aspects of livelihood, culture, tourism, trade, connectivity 
and local community development. Being the pulse of nature, rivers indicate the health of 
the forests, the soil and all ecological entities that it connects and flows through. Given this 
profound importance of rivers and water in the ecological and civilisational spaces, Asian 
Confluence, Shillong organised NADI international river festivals in 2016 and 2017 as a 
seminal sequel to a series of multi-stakeholder activities with the aim of recognising the role 
of the ‘third-space’ in connecting, deliberating and envisioning cleaner environment, smooth 
and cheap connectivity, bustling trade and tourism within the region. The festivals have also 
been envisaged as a networking platform for interaction among the three spaces (re: first space: 
Government, second space: industry and third space: people).

The broad consensus that emerged as a possible way forward from the 1st NADI International 
River Festival in 2016 was to re-imagine river development through multi-faceted regional 
cooperation and stepped-up connectivity. As rivers are envisioned as a metaphor for connecting 
lands, people, cultures and tradition spurring growth and trade related activities; special 
emphasis must be laid on promoting best-practices in order to protect and preserve rivers through 
conscious and planned endeavours. The scope for bilateral and multilateral dialogues needs to 
be explored in this regard. Better inland navigation system through means of improved river 
transport facilities should be given more emphasis for development of the region. Connectivity, 
through a shared river basin would also involve active facilitation of cross-border trade through 
structural institutions like border haats, as a means to empower local communities. 

The 1st edition of the festival touched upon the political and diplomatic aspects of regional 
cooperation, applauding the sub-regional connectivity concepts of Bangladesh – Bhutan – India 
– Nepal (BBIN). It was suggested that the remit of this emerging arrangement should transcend 
issues of road connectivity and power-related cooperation to include river development and 
water resources management. Furthermore, a policy framework for regional tourism with 
identification of regional circuits and efficient networks to market and service circuits has been 
suggested at the Government level, with assistance from other relevant stakeholders.    

Improving mutual perceptions of neighbouring countries through augmented exchanges 
between media organisations would also be essential. Building better communication networks 

NADI 2 : Asian Confluence River Festival



6

6

and encouraging practical cooperation among civil society and strategic community institutions 
of the concerned countries would provide a path for shared benefits within the region. Above 
all, culture, cuisine, crafts and people-to-people exchanges figure among the best connectors 
between nations. 

Drawing inspiration from the India-Bangladesh Friendship Dialogue, which premised on the 
infinite promise of frontiers opened by the historical Framework Agreement for Cooperation 
and Development between India and Bangladesh, NADI international river festival in 2017, 
aimed at ideating and developing the central theme of celebrating common riverine heritage 
of the Bay of Bengal region in its much anticipated 2nd edition. Being conscious of the vital 
importance of rivers as a source of sustenance, economic growth and cultural identity; this 
round of dialogue series focused on creating a people-centric discourse that connects the 
macro-vision of connectedness by inland waterways to the Bay of Bengal with cooperative and 
equitable management architecture for the riverine sources, along with micro-level vertices of 
human security and development for communities along the rivers and hinterlands. Resuming 
the identified threads of dialogues discussed in the first edition of the festival, the second 
edition crafted the contours of a balanced and practical plan concerning river development in 
the region. An important facet of the cooperation encircling the Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
(GBM) region focused on enhancing riverine connectivity and other linkages through trade, 
tourism, culture and people-to-people exchanges, linking India’s northeast states, Bangladesh 
and other neighbours. The festival highlighted an urgent need of weaving the riverine 
connectivity and cooperation into the agenda of BIMSTEC, for its 4th summit, scheduled to be 
held in Kathmandu, Nepal in 2018; through the voice of third space communities.
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NADI 2 DIALOGUE CONCEPT:

“Friendship is a flowing river”
-Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh, April 2017

CONCEPT:

The theme of NADI2 is “Celebrating Common Riverine Heritage of the Bay of Bengal: 
Perspectives from Bangladesh and India“. With riverine connectivity as its anchor, NADI 
is a series of bottom-up efforts, focusing on celebrating the rivers of the region, with 
particular emphasis on those between Bangladesh and the North-Eastern States of India and 
their immediate neighbors and on the fragile ecology they sustain together. The focus is to 
explore the possibilities of enhancing people-to-people contacts and amplifying the creative 
use of riverine connectivity by catalyzing environment friendly trade and tourism between 
Bangladesh and India’s North Eastern Region, expanding towards both the immediate and the 
extended neighbourhoods. The next iteration in the series will also highlight the synergies of 
the region with BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative on Multi Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation) as the multilateral formation continues to evolve.

Rivers do not follow political boundaries. Their health is a measure of how well we care for our 
environment. Primarily due to narrow and conflicting national political interest, formulation of 
operational international treaties on Trans-boundary waters has been hindered from time to time. 
The root for the English word “rival” is from the Latin term “rivals”, which originally meant using 
the same river (“rivus”). But as the countries become increasingly interconnected in a rapidly 
globalizing world, nations sharing the same river should no longer consider each other as rivals. 
With properly conceived frameworks, management and use of the trans-boundary water bodies in 
developing countries should result in ‘win-win’ situation for all the parties concerned.

Some 20 major river systems – including their complex maze of tributaries and hill-streams run 
through South Asia - home to one-fifth of humanity. Three largest basins affect not only the countries 
of the Sub-continent, but the Northern plateau of the Himalayas and China in particular. Sharp 
seasonal variations in the volume of water flows due to climatic phenomena, such as monsoons 
and droughts, occurring in the territory of some countries, add to the difficulty of finding equitable 
and durable water sharing arrangements. The case is even deeper in shades when it concerns India 
and Bangladesh – where 54 major rivers and tributaries are shared by the two countries.

Celebrating this “natural connect”, the Asian Confluence River Festival NADI 2016 held in 
Shillong on 15-16 July 2016 was a widely acknowledged landmark. The event was calibrated 
as a bottom-up effort to foster a comprehensive, frank and inclusive dialogue on the larger 
visions for the development of the region. 

As a follow-up to the NADI festival held in 2016, the Asian Confluence and its partners in 
Bangladesh convened its second iteration, titled, NADI 2017 on the theme of “Celebrating 
Common Riverine Heritage of the Bay of Bengal”. The objective was to create a people 
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centric discourse that connects the macro-vision of connectedness by inland waterways to 
the Bay of Bengal, and a cooperative and equitable management architecture for the riverine 
resources, to the micro-level vertices of human security and development for communities 
along the rivers and their hinterlands. Fostering a culture of sharing and exchange of the best 
practices from other parts of the region was an agenda as well.

The effort was geared up on the belief that the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Multi Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation) institution can further be utilized as a platform for 
growth of industry and trade across the region. The evolutionary developments in India-
Bangladesh cooperation have already resulted in political cooperation frameworks being 
pursued at a governmental level. Taking the frameworks already in place as a cue, NADI2 was 
conceptualized on the intellectual proposition that such country-specific but regionally-relevant 
perspectives can also, possibly, merge into a broader discussion forum which can bring all 
important actors of this arena to the same platform for exploring opportunities for collaboration 
and cooperation in the BBIN and BIMSTEC region. Par example, one idea that policy makers 
and strategists are toying with for last couple of years is to have the rivers emerge as connectors 
for ecology and economy. Particularly, the river bank protection measures are simulated for 
combining afforestation, capital dredging and river-bank-based industrial installations. The 
problem of finding finance and investment is optimally resolved by leasing out the river-banks 
to industrial units which could be jointly owned and operated by the governmentspar taking the 
joint rivers programs. NADI-2 wanted to test such ideas on a wide spectrum of key stakeholders.

In short, NADI-2 was anchored into the kernel of cooperation in riverine connectivity between 
India’s Northeastern region and Bangladesh and aimed to seek ways and means to identify 
key areas of cooperation amongst civil society, media, academia and businesses and charting a 
people centric vision of an ecologically friendly connected vision of the future – which would 
ultimately encompass the greater BIMSTEC region.

The sessions deliberated on the following themes:

• Celebrating Riverine Heritage and Connectivity for Development Cooperation in the East 
of South Asia: Status, Prospects and Challenges

• Cooperation in Inland Water Transport and Navigation between India and Bangladesh: 
Implications for the Wider Region

• Improving Livelihood of Riparian Communities of Bay of Bengal Region
• Improving Cooperation in Disaster Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in The 

Brahmaputra-Meghna Basin in Bangladesh and India
• Role of Media for Improving Cooperation in River ad Water Management in Bay of 

Bengal Region
• Transboundary Water Cooperation : Learning from Global Experience
• Bringing Communities Closer for Better Understanding and Improved Cooperation : 

Role of Civil Society.
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NADI 2 DECLARATION

We, the people of the Eastern Himalayan rivers and the Bay of Bengal region that are 
represented by the NADI 2 Conference

Desirous of building further upon and advancing the goals proclaimed in the NADI 1 
Declaration of July 16, 2016 at Shillong;

Drawing upon and inspired by the mandate contained in Delhi Declaration of 23 May 2015 
at the Sixth Round of India-Bangladesh Friendship Dialogue, the Dhaka Declaration of 
04 March 2016 at the Seventh Round of India-Bangladesh Friendship Dialogue, premised 
on the infinite promise of frontiers opened by the historic Framework Agreement for 
Cooperation and Development between Bangladesh and India of 06 September, 2011;

Recognizing the central role of our rivers as living lifelines that determine conditions of 
life and livelihoods in our shared rivers that bind us together;

Acknowledging the disconnect caused by the Partition of 1947 to these shared rivers and 
ecosystem that nourish us; 

Accepting the indivisibility and inherent integrity of the Mountain Economy, the Blue 
Economy and the braided River Economy that integrally comprise our common ecosystem;

Endorsing the idea of extending national priorities to embracing basin-wise orientation to 
ensure inclusive architectures, designs and pathways for the riverine systems.

Believing firmly that each of the three mighty river basins, namely the Ganges-
Brahmaputra-Meghna which define our lives and very existence, deserve our respectful 
caring and nurturing;

Believing firmly that the pursuit of common goals of inclusive growth, sustainable 
development and equitable distribution of both resources and wealth; and 

Believing firmly also that shared responses to common ecological challenges call for the 
creation of a common platform for the riparian states and people;

Deeming that the meticulously constructed framework of cooperation that India and 
Bangladesh share have opened an infinite array of possibilities for win-win formulations 
in regional, multilateral and global engagements across various circuits of agriculture, 
manufacturing, transportation, communication, services, trade and infrastructure; and 

Deeming that resurrecting the seamless riverine connectivity across all rivers of the 
Brahmaputra-Meghna basin is critical to the revival, sustaining, and nurturing of the 
socio-economic ecosystems;

Believing that continued dialogue amongst stakeholders is the best mechanism to 
benchmark and share best practices for the delivery of both long and short term goals;
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Now therefore call for:

A continuing dialogue amongst stake holders, at national and sub-national levels and 
particularly including the local communities that inhabit along the banks of the rivers; 

Proactive action for holding together and preserving the environmental integrity of the 
rivers keeping in mind its criticality in the context of global warming and climate change; 

A river-friendly programme of sustainable industrialization of the river banks of the 
regional rivers and other permanent water bodies;

Fulfilling the promise of an equitable partnership amongst countries and peoples of the 
region;

Undertaking particularly coordinated activities for reviving navigational channels that 
historically existed; 

Involving people of the river to engage in integrated river development activities and 
providing for local employment and sustainable livelihood, imbibing them with a sense of 
real ownership of the common resources; 

Embarking upon maintenance of the river bed through appropriate dredging, shoring 
and retaining of river management mechanisms, and related works that may be required 
for restoring the environmental flow of the rivers, the historic economic linkages and 
developing it further in the spirit of cooperation and co-management of shared river basins;

Preparing anticipatory plans for meeting impact of climate change on rivers and develop 
and update constantly our capacity to handle disaster management;

Motivating the media including the new media to be an active partner; 

Developing and facilitating river centric tourism as a way of reconnecting peoples. 

Drawing strength from potential offered by regional Institutions such as BIMSTEC 
and many other civil society initiatives towards the promise of a thriving Bay of Bengal 
community. 

We the Third Space comprising elements from the civil society bodies, the academia, the 
media, the youth, and every person that the rivers and ocean touch;

Proclaim our joining together to ensure a flourishing river economy through enhancing 
local development and trade, connecting people to their shared cultures and constituting, 
shaping and developing a common riverine heritage and links;  

Resolve to remaining in sustained engagement in the Nadi process and continuing 
wholeheartedly to facilitate collaborative actions for sustainable river management.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

1.  Infrastructural developments and effective utilisation of multi-modal connectivity 
should help in reviving the inland waterways and riverine routes between Bangladesh 
and India:

• Inland Container Port at Ashugunj is in its final stages with Government of India 
agreeing on widening the two-lane highway from Ashugunj to Akhaura to a four-lane 
one, so as to mitigate truck traffics from Ashugunj to Akhaura.

• Establishment of Akhaura – Agartala rail link, which never existed before. Governments also in 
talks about establishing railway connectivity from Feni – Belonia and Rangpur – Siliguri.

• Jal Marg Vikas Project in India is expected to strengthen navigation capacities, promote 
transportation of cargo and passenger on the Ganga – Bhagirathi – Hoogly rivers.

• MoUs between Bangladesh and India have already been signed for Sirajgunj – 
Daikhawa stretch on Jamuna river and Ashugunj – Zakigunj stretch on Kushiyara 
river to improve navigability on the protocol routes and facilitate seamless connection 
between NW1 and NW2 through Bangladesh.

• Government of Bangladesh has already undertaken a project to expand the Dhaka – 
Sylhet highway up to Tamabil to a four-lane one.

• Given the high detention time on the established land routes connecting India and 
Bangladesh, riverine routes are better alternatives; although lacking commercial 
viability at this point given less-than-optimal traffic and various other concerns

2. Cruise shipping should be an important way of promoting cross-border The Union Cabinet 
of India, chaired by Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, already approved MoU on 
passenger cruise services on the coastal and protocol routes between India and Bangladesh 
for starting regular movement of passengers and tourists in water crafts between the two 
countries. The operationalization of this MoU has  further promoted people to people 
contact and cooperation between the two countries in respect of economic, social and 
cultural advancement. It also helped in generating employment opportunities for the people 
of India and Bangladesh..

3. Promoting the concept of sustainable tourism management to ensure to ensure ecological 
sustainability on rivers: Governments of Bangladesh and India are jointly monitoring the 
river quality and pollution in Sundarbans in order to assess the impact of climate change 
in the Sundarbans eco-system. As there is very little awareness, knowledge and available 
legal frameworks in this sub-region for addressing the stress caused by tourisms to local 
environment, culture, built environment and overall ecology, assessment of gaps and needs 
for sustainable destination and tourism management is needed with subsequent creation of 
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legal frameworks (standards, laws, etc.) for protection of ecology, culture and environment. 
In addition capacity enhancement of both public and private entities linked to the tourism 
sector is needed to orient them to such global best practices.

4.  Acknowledging the role of BIMSTEC: In the overall perspective of BIMSTEC, people-
to-people contact is a key component of promoting regional cooperation. It encourages 
multi-layered collaborations with active associations of socio-cultural and economic 
communities, think-tanks, media, academia and NGOs. According to Mr. Shahidul Islam, 
Secretary General, BIMSTEC, the focus of NADI series of river festivals can be easily 
aligned to the BIMSTEC mandate, as it promotes civilisational connect and aims to 
expand people-to-people contact for inclusive economic development within the region 
through creative use of riverine connectivity between NER of India and other states. As 
the governments of the BIMSTEC member countries are currently focusing on developing 
norms and rules to govern trade, technology transfer and counterterrorism cooperation, 
civil society organisations can play an important role in promoting people-to-people 
engagement to create a deeper understanding and trust across the region.

5.  Replicating Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) Module for strengthening regional water 
cooperation initiatives: JMVP was announced by Government of India in 2014-15 budget 
to ensure capacity augmentation and commercial navigation of at least 1500 tonnes vessels 
on the Ganga river on a 1380 Km stretch between Varanasi and Haldia of NW1. With the 
technical and financial assistance of World Bank, development and operations of NW1 
will provide alternative mode of environment friendly and cost-effective transportation 
mode. Furthermore, the project will bring down the logistics cost in the country and reduce 
traffic burden and congestion on road and railways. Hence, replication of such initiatives 
across the BIMSTEC region will result in multi-modal and inter-modal terminals, Roll on 
– Roll off facilitites, ferry services, navigation aids etc. It will also give impetus to socio-
economic development, resulting in employment generation.

6.  Collaborative efforts towards including Bhutan for Brahmaputra basin and Nepal for the 
Ganga basin in developing scientific hydrometeorological stations at the upper reaches 
will help in better forecasting of risk, erosion and disaster management mechanisms in the 
context of climate change.

7.  Requirement of flexible and adaptive national and regional policies, encapsulating the 
consideration of climate change as an evolving factor. Enhancing cooperation between 
civil societies of India and Bangladesh in learning their adaptation, coping strategies 
and community skills on water cooperation and disaster management, to come up with a 
common learning/strategy.
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8.  Over-dredging of the river Brahmaputra will adversely affect both India and Bangladesh, 
as the river carries water and sediments along with them. In the year 2017, Brahmaputra 
had the highest possible water level, but unfortunately the government did not have any 
sediment measurement.

9.  Dredging would be an essential element for building roads around river. If the water level 
at the border point would be lower than 1 meter through installing reservoirs, construction 
of hydro-power plants and similar flood management mechanisms, the flood problem in 
Bangladesh will be mitigated to a larger extent.

10.  Navigation through not only Brahmaputra, but other rivers like Gomti, etc. is possible and 
could be explored.

QUOTES:

“It is truly ironical that today, rivers, worshipped as mothers in our South Asian cultures, 
are either dying or have the power to kill and destroy; human neglect and rampant 
unplanned development have contributed to the slow death of many rivers”
 -Dr. Rajiv Bhatia, IFS Retd., Member, Governing Council, Asian Confluence

“At the level of Governments, we will look forward to some of the specific recommendations 
that the conference will make, in which the Government can act on later.”

-H.E. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh 

“The sub-region enjoys glorious traditions, heritage and share common aspiration for 
peace, collective prosperity and development of the region. This can only be achieved 
through the mutual understanding and collaborative efforts to share common resources 
such as water”

-Md. Shahriar Alam, Hon’ble State Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh

“Our riverine culture, our riverine heritage of great rivers like Ganga, Brahmaputra and 
Meghna, teaches us love and affection.”
-Mr. Ram Madhav, National Genl. Secy, Bharatiya Janata Party  (BJP) & Director, India Foundation 

“BIMSTEC strongly supports this well thought out and well organised event, aimed at 
enhancing people-to-people contact among BIMSTEC member states.”

-Mr. Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, BIMSTEC 

“So on the one hand we are split into little pieces, filled with distrust, hatred, hostility and 
history of wars, and yet we are one people with one cultural legacy”

-Dr. Rila Mukherjee, Professor, Department of History, University of Hyderabad 

“You don’t need to master the river, but you need to train the river”
-Mr. Pravir Pandey, IA & AS, Vice-Chairman, Inland Water Authority of India
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DAY 1: Sunday, 8th October, 2017

3.30 pm onwards  : Registration/ Welcome

4:30 pm   : Opening of Exhibition

      By H.E. Rashed Khan Menon,
      Hon Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation, Bangladesh

Special Walk Through for Dignitaries followed by brief reception

INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF NADI 2 (auditorium)

THEME: Celebrating our Common Riverine Heritage

5:30 pm- 7:30 pm   : Inaugural of NADI 2017 Ceremony 
Welcome Address  : Md. Shahriar Alam,
      MP Hon. State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh

Introduction to the Theme  : Rajiv Bhatia,
      IFS Retd, Member Governing Council Asian Confluence.

Address by   : H.E Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
      Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh

Special Address   : Shahidul Islam
      Secretary General, BINSTEC Secretariat

Keynote Address  : Ram Madhav,
      Director India Foundation

Address by Chief Guest : H.E Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali,
      M.P, Hon. Foreign Minister of Bangladesh

Vote of Thanks  : Sabyasachi Dutta
     Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Photograph with Dialogue Delegates

Cultural Program Presented by Indian High Commission: Turongami Dance Academy

AGENDA
NADI Friendship Dialogue

Celebrating Common Riverine Heritage of the Bay of Bengal: Oct 8, 2017

Venue: National Theatre Shilpakala Academy, Dhaka



15

15

Declaration And Key Takeaways|

DAY 2: Monday, 9th October, 2017

9.30-10.00 am  : Registration

10:00 am – 11:00 am : Opening Remarks

Celebrating Riverine Heritage and Connectivity for Development Cooperation
in South Asia: An Eastern Framework

Chair   : Md. Shahriar Alam,
      M.P. Hon. Minister of State and  Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh

Opening Notes:

   Mashiur Rahman,
   Economic Affairs Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh

   H.E. Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
   Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh

   Shahidul Haque, 
   Foreign Secretary, Bangladesh.

Question and Answer

11:15 am – 12:45 am : Technical Session 1

Cooperation in Inland Water Transport and Navigation
between Bangladesh and India: Multipliers for the Wider Region.

Chair   : Amb. Tariq A Karim, World Bank

Remarks:
   Muhammad Nazrul Islam, MP, BP, Hon. State Minister 
   for Water Resources Ministry and Member, All Party Parliamentary  
   Group on Water, Bangladesh Parliament

   Keshav Mahanta,
   Hon. Water Resources Minister Assam

Panel: 

   Pravir Pandey,       
   IA & AS, Vice Chairman, Inland Water Authority of India

AGENDA
NADI Friendship Dialogue

Celebrating Common Riverine Heritage of the Bay of Bengal: Oct 9, 2017

Venue: Surma Hall Pan Pacific Sonargaon
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   Bhola Nath Dey,       
   (Additional Secretary), Member Operation and Planning, BIWTA

   Chandan Mahanta,        
   IIT Guwahati India

   Ainun Nishat,        
   Professor Emeritus, Center for Climate Change and Environmental
   Research, BRAC University, Bangladesh

Chairman’s Remarks followed with Discussion

12:45 am –1:30  : LUNCH

1:30– 3:00 pm  : Technical Session 2

Improving Livelihood Options for the Riparian Communities of Bay of Bengal Region
Sub themes: Creating Livelihoods
   Role of Tourism and Culture
   Fostering Human Security

Chair   : P.P.Shrivastav,      
      IAS Retd. Former Member North Eastern Council

Panel:

   M.P.Bezbaruah,       
   Former Tourism Secretary, Government of India

   Arun Roy,        
   Former Chief Engineer and Consultant to IWAI, India

   Rila Mukherjee,       
   Professor, Department of History, University of Hyderabad.

   Enamul Haque,       
   East West University Bangladesh

   Taufiq Rahman,       
   CEO Journey Plus.

Interaction & Discussion
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3:00 – 4:30 pm  : Technical Session 3

Improving Cooperation in Climate Change Adaptation across the Brahmaputra-
Meghna Basin in Bangladesh and India

Subthemes: Transboundary ecological and disaster management issues such as  
   flooding of hoars

   Trans boundary migration of wild animal and migration corridors

   Managing Wetlands of transboundary river basin

Chair   : Md. Abdus Samad,      
      Acting Secretary Ministry of Shipping

Key Speakers: 

    M.Manowar Hossain,       
    Executive Director, Institute of Water Modelling , Bangladesh

    Dulal C. Goswami, India

    A.K. Mitra, India

    Maminul Haque Sarker,     
    Deputy Executive Director, CEGIS, Bangladesh

    Sharmeen Murshed,      
    Chief Executive, Brotee

    Partha Das, Head,      
    ‘Water, Climate & Hazard Division’, Aaranyak, India

Interaction and Discussion

4:30 – 6:00 pm  : Technical Session 4

MEDIA AND THE RIVER

Role of Media and Civil Society for Improving Cooperation in River and Water 
Management in the Bay of Bengal Region

Chair   : Gautam Mukhopadhyay,     
      IFS Retd India.

Key Speakers: 

   Samudra Gupta Kashyap,       
   Indian Express

   Jayanth Jacob,        
   Senior Assistant Editor , Hindustan Times
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   Monjurul Ahsan Bulbul,       
   Bangladesh Federal Journalists Union

   M.B. Akhter,        
   Country Director Oxfam

   Sreeradha Dutta,        
   Former Director, MAKAIAS

   Akhtaruz Zaman Khan Kabir,      
   Chairman Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation.

6:00- 7:00 pm  : Nadi Friendship Dialogue Declaration Session

Brief Summary  : Reading the NADI Declaration
    - Sreeradha Dutta,       
      Former Director, MAKAIAS 

Address   : Asaduzzaman Noor, (Guest of Honour)   
    Hon, Minister of Cultural Affairs, Government of Bangladesh

Vote of Thanks  : ASM Shamsul Areffin,     
      Friends of Bangaldesh.
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PHOTO GALLERY

CULTURAL PERFORMANCE

DAY 1: INAUGURAL SESSION
(From Right: Shri. Ram Madhav, Director, India Foundation, ASM Shamsul Areffin, Friends of 

Bangaldesh, Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, BINSTEC Secretariat, H.E Harsh Vardhan Shringla, 
Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh, H.E Abul Hassan Mahmud Ali, M.P, Hon. Foreign Minister of 

Bangladesh and Keshab Mahanta, Minister, Water Resources, Government of Assam)
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PHOTO GALLERY

EXHIBITION

RIVER MODEL
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PHOTO GALLERY

PRESENTATION AND MAP GALLERY

Amb. Tariq A Karim, World Bank looking up for Maps

Rashid Khan Menon, Member, Bangladeshi Jatiya Sangshad looking up for maps and presentations
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PHOTO GALLERY

Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, BIMSTEC Secretariat’s

Abu Hassan Mahmood Ali, Member, Bangladeshi Jatiya Sangshad witnessing the NADI-2 festival

MEDIA ADDRESS
(From right: P P Srivastava, Chairman, Governing Council, Asian Confluence, Rashid Khan Menon, 

Member, Bangladeshi Jatiya Sangshad and Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P. Hon. Minister of State, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Bangladesh)
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PHOTO GALLERY

Abu Hassan Mahmood Ali, Member, Bangladeshi Jatiya Sangshad felicitating Sabyasachi Dutta, 
Executive Director, Asian Confluence

Keshab Mahanta, Minister, Water Resources, Government of Assam putting his mark in the NADI 2 
banner
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PHOTO GALLERY

From left: Dr. Mashiur Rahman, Economic Affairs Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh, Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P. Hon. Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Bangladesh and H.E. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh delivering 
the opening remarks in Day 2 of the festiva

Dr. Mashiur Rahman, Economic Affairs Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
addressing the delegation

Pravir Pandey, IA & AS, Vice Chairman, Inland Water Authority of India addressing the delegation
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Declaration And Key Takeaways|

PHOTO GALLERY

From left: Dr. Mashiur Rahman, Economic Affairs Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh, Md. Shahriar Alam, M.P. Hon. Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Bangladesh, H.E. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh and Shahidul 
Haque, Foreign Secretary, Bangladesh delivering remarks

Delegates unveiling NADI 2 Declaration 
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